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CHINA’S POPULATION POLICY 85

of such dimensions that the Government was
relaxing the regulations against abortion and
sterilization. She no longer denies, as she did to
me in London last summer, that China is over-
 populated.

The Communists claim that birth control is
desired by the people and especially by the
women; but they also admit that the campaign
is hindered by peasant suspicion and the
traditional desire for sons to support parents and
perpetuate the family. They have to reconcile
the campaign with the Marxist attack on Malthu-
sianism. Currently they argue that China’s
recent experience has given the lie to the idea

that the increase of population will overtake the
increase in agricultural productivity.
The danger is that if the population increases

" too fast the economy will not be able to afford a

living standard that will keep the masses
satisfied as well as the rate of capital accu-
mulation demanded by the régime’s indus-
trialization programme.

One non-Communist Chinese intellectual who
accepts Malthusianism has estimated that if the
standard of living is to rise the population must
not exceed 700 million in 1970. At the current
rate it will be almost 850 million by that
time.
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The Population of Tikopia, 1929 and 1952—By
W. D. Borrie, Raymond Firth and James Spillius—
Although this Pacific island is small and holds only
about two thousand people, demographic data are
unsatisfactory. Anthropological expeditions have
.collected information on two occasions, and the
results are here compared. The main purpose of
the analysis is to indicate ways in which demo-
graphic data can be collected and arranged in
future so as to assist anthropologists to pursue the
aims of their science.

A Survey of Population in an Area of Worcester-
shire from 1660 to 1850 on the Basis of Parish
Records—By D. E. C. Eversley—A new interest in
parish records is being aroused in France and
England at the present time, in the hope of im-
proving on our scanty knowledge of population
movements in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. The difficulty is that the registers are
incomplete. Nevertheless, a fresh attempt is made
here to allow for incompleteness, and to associate
the records with hearth tax returns and with the
results of the Census of 1801, in an area thought
to be large enough to minimise the effects of local
migration. After an interesting discussion of the
results, the author concludes that a card index
needs to be set up, and the cards sorted into
families, so that life tables may be constructed and

THE EUGENICS REVIEW

marriage patterns established with particular
reference to the second half of the eighteenth
century. '

The Scope of Local Authority Health Services for
Old People—By ]. Hajnal—An inquiry into the
number of aged persons in Stockport who receive
assistance from services, such as home nursing,
provided by the Local Authority. About 5 per
cent of elderly people were found to be benefiting
on a given date. The proportion is higher for
women than for men and rises as the age increases.

Increases in Recent Mortality Rates at High Ages—
By S. W. Caffin—Australian male death rates at
ages 60-70 according to the national life table of
1947 were higher by about 5 per cent than the
corresponding rates according to the national life
table of 1933. The author shows how this could
have occurred as a temporary result of deferment
of deaths arising from advancing medical know-
ledge.

The issue concludes with a review article by
Alan T. Peacock of Belshaw’s Population Growth
and Levels of Consumption and Buquet’s
L’Optimum de Population. The article is entitled
Production Functions and Population Theory.
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Central Government’s new budget had allocated
Rps. 5 lakhs ($105,364 ; £37,630) to be spent on
family planning. This important news follows the
opening on January 3rd last of a fourth family
planning clinic in Karachi under the auspices of
the Family Planning Association of Pakistan by
Begum Noon, wife of the Foreign Minister, Sir
Firoz Khan Noon. The new clinic, said Begum
Noon, would not only help people to plan their
families and so mitigate the evil of indiscriminate
abortion; it would also help those who wanted
children and could not get them.

Welcoming Begum Noon Dr. (Mrs.) Zarina
Fazelbhoy, President of the Karachi Association,

THE EUGENICS REVIEW -

who was the only delegate from Pakistan to go to
the Fifth I.P.P.F. Conference in Tokyo in 1955 and
has recently completed a three-month study tour
of the U.S.A. under a grant from the Asia Founda-
tion, said that the Karachi Association, a purely
voluntary organization, has one hundred members,
three patrons and thirteen life members.?

1 The Times, April 24th, 1957.
2 Birmingham Post, April 5th.

3 Avound the World News of Population and Birth
Control, March 1957.
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